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to them in huron, but they answered me by a word
which seemed to me a declaration of war against us.
However, they were as frightened as we were; and
what we took for a signal for battle was an Invita-
tion that they gave us to draw near, that they might
give us food. We therefore landed, and entered their
Cabins, where they offered us meat from wild cattle
and bear’s grease, with white plums, which are very
good. They have guns, hatchets, hoes, Knives,
beads, and flasks of double glass, in which they put
Their powder. They wear Their hair long, and
tattoo their bodies after the hiroquois fashion. The
women wear head-dresses and garments like those of
the huron women. They assured us that we were
no more than ten days’ journey from The sea; that
they bought cloth and all other goods from the
Europeans who lived to The east, that these Euro-
peans had rosaries and pictures; that they played
upon Instruments; that some of them looked Like
me, and had been received by these savages kindly.
Nevertheless, I saw none who seemed to have
received any instruction in the faith; I gave Them
as much as I could, with some medals.¥

This news animated our courage, and made us
paddle with Fresh ardor. We thus push forward,
and no longer see so many prairies, because both
shores of The river are bordered with lofty trees.
The cottonwood, elm, and basswood trees there are
admirable for Their height and thickness. The
great numbers of wild cattle, which we heard bel-
lowing, lead us to believe that The prairies are near.
We also saw Quail on the water’s edge. We killed
a little parroquet, one half of whose head was red,
The other half and The Neck yellow, and The whole



